[Study on transplantation of anterolateral femoral skin flap with high site direct cutaneous artery].
To study the availability of transplantation of anterolateral femoral skin flap with absence of the first branch of musculocutaneous artery. One hundred and sixty cases of anterolateral femoral skin flap transplantation in the past 15 years were reviewed, to investigate the relationship between the outcome of the transplantation and the types, distribution, original point, diameter of blood vessels. Among the 160 cases, there were 10 cases, 6.3% in total, of skin flap transplantation with the pedicle of high site direct cutaneous femoral artery, ranging from 10 cm x 14 cm to 12 cm x 18 cm in size, applied to repair soft tissue defect. There were 149 cases, among the 160 cases, survived and all the 10 cases of femoral skin flap transplantation with high site anterolateral cutaneous artery survived. The femoral skin flap with high site anterolateral cutaneous artery has good blood supply, larger size available, and easier operation. When the first branch of descending anterolateral femoral artery is absent, the femoral skin flap with high site anterolateral cutaneous artery is an optimal alternative.